BIOGBAPHIA PHILOSOPHICA.

still less return to second childhood, "by referring
the phenomena of the world to the arbitrary
agency of a Being external to the whole pheno-
menal universe. True science was inevitably
confined to facts given in sense, and their sensible
relations; all beyond this must be illusion. Re-
ligion and metaphysics were anachronisms. Pro-
gress in the future was to be found through
suppression of ultimate questions about the
"Why" or the "Whither."

The negation alike of absolute and infinite
knowledge, argued for by Hamilton and Mansel,
was adopted (but without their inadequately ex-
plained substitute called "belief") in the 'First
Principles' of Herbert Spencer, which made its
appearance in 1862. This was an introduction
to the elaborate * Synthetic Philosophy' that
followed, in volumes that have played a significant
part in Britain and America in the latter part
of the nineteenth century. The atmosphere was
charged with Spencer's synthetical exposition of
the universe as an evolutionary manifestation of
Unknowable Power, integrating and disintegrating
in endless change. The evolving phenomena were
blindly assumed to be interpretable, so that theirthe progress of the ages
